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Political
analyst
Simmons
weighs in
on election

Joining
forces to
register
and
educate
voters

BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

PINELLAS PARK – Political analyst Jamal Simmons
arrived Friday to the Tampa
Bay area in an effort to rev up
the campaign for the re-election of President Barack
Obama.
Ever wonder what it
would be like to have such
prestigious accolades on your
resume as working for not
just one president, but two?
Simmons can boast just
that and so much more. Having successfully been a part
of President Clinton’s campaign and later relocating to
Washington, D.C. to work
with the Clinton Administration as a political aide, Simmons has made a name for
himself in politics.
In 2008, he joined yet another winning team, backing
Barack Obama and helping
to securely seat him in the
White House.
But now, Simmons
spends most of his time
downplaying his role in each
campaign and instead feels
lucky to have been a part of
helping two leaders get
elected.
“I think democracy and
being engaged in democracy
is the most important activity
for a citizen,” Simmons explained. “I’ve always viewed
my role as trying to help as
many people get into office
because if you can change decision makers, you can
change decisions.”
See SIMMONS, page 2

BY JEANIE BLUE
Staff Writer

Florida State Senator Arthenia Joyner was the keynote speaker.

oFA celebrates new
St. pete office
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Organizing for America
(OFA) has a new home
in St. Petersburg and celebrated the opening of its
new office just in time for
the presidential election
this November.
At 7 p.m. when most
were just finishing up
dinner and trying to find
a few moments to relax
before retiring for the
evening, OFA members
were gathering at their
new office located at
2108 34th Street S. to rejoice.
Tuesday was Na-

tional Voter Registration
Day and after months of
laying the grueling
groundwork on getting
the “positive” word out
on President Barack
Obama, OFA campaign
workers and other citizens joined together to
acknowledge
each
other’s hard work and efforts.
With the last day to
register quickly approaching on Oct. 9, OFA
volunteers are diligently
pounding the pavement
to get all those unregistered voters to speak up
and be heard, and are
happy potential voters
now have a place to go to

register.
“No one should underestimate the impact
their voice can have on
our future,” Florida State
Senator Arthenia Joyner
commanded.
Keynote speaker for
the unveiling of the new
Obama and voter registration base, Senator
Joyner wasn’t shy on her
support for the president
and wanted to be sure
OFA’s members know
what is at stake each day
they show up for work.
“There is so much at
stake in this election [as]
I know you all have probably heard several times
before,” Senator Joyner

continued. “This election
is way too important to
sit out. It’s going to take
each and every one of us
to make a difference.”
Senator Joyner spoke
about the president’s
continued focus on creating an economy that’s
built to last by getting
Americans back to work
and
putting
much
needed money back in
the pockets of everyday
citizens.
And as OFA members and the audience
chanted alongside the
senator about building a
strong middle class from
the middle, and “not the
top down,” it’s evident
See OFA, page 6

Voting drive in full force
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

Jamal Simmons

ST. PETERSBURG —
The League of Women Voters (LWV) continues to add
to its 92 years of empowering citizens through education and advocacy when the
local chapter joined with
the members of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority Zeta
Upsilon Omega Chapter of
St. Petersburg (AKA).
The two groups sponsored a voter’s education
forum held Sat., Sept. 29 at
the Enoch Davis Center.
The AKAs were in
charge of the voter’s registration table, while the
LWV distributed voter’s
guides. These guides highlighted political candidates
and information about the
Florida
constitutional
amendments that will appear on the upcoming election ballot.
To ensure that all eligible citizens are registered
to vote, the LWV has begun
to promote awareness
about voter suppression according to Darden Rice, the
president of the LWV of St.
Petersburg.
“Voter suppression laws
hurt democracy as a whole
and is directed toward a
certain voting constituency
blocks,” Rice declared.
Rice went on to explain
that they are back in the
business of registering voters because of the wins in
the court system.
“Since voting is at an all

CLEARWATER —
Voting in the upcoming
presidential election is on
everyone’s mind, but before you can head down
to the polls and cast your
ballot, you need to be
registered.
Local organizations
have been out in full
force doing just that –
signing up the willing
and persuading the pessimists that every vote
counts.

Mt. Olive African
Methodist
Episcopal
Church, located at 600

Jones St. in Clearwater
coupled with the Pinellas
County Supervisor of

Elections office, took it
upon themselves to hold
a voting drive encouraging not only African
Americans, but all citizens regardless of race,
to get out and be sure
their voice is heard.
Although
some
African Americans were
allowed to vote as far
back as the 1700s,
democracy didn’t truly
start to take shape until
the 1965 Voting Rights
Act was passed, ensuring
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OPINION
The politics of poverty

BY JONATHAN SCOTT

Many will be surprise to
know that the poverty that
exists in developing countries is caused by the same
system that allows poverty
to exist in this country. The
only difference is the geography which makes the solutions to the problem
diametrically different.
It seems reasonable to
ask: how can an African
country with so many natural resources find its people
living in abject poverty. Or,
how can poverty exist in the
richest country on the
planet? The answers to
these questions lie in the
definition of “the politics of
poverty.”
Simply stated, the politics of poverty is the economic need for the
condition of poverty to exist.
That need is to insure the
wealthy stay wealthy. Politics enter the equation because it is the enforcement
arm of this scheme.
The scheme is divided
into two fractions: negotiations and military power.
First, negotiations are tried,
and if that fails the military
is brought in to get compliance.
During European colonial rule, all of the natural resources of a developing
country was being extracted
and processed in European
countries to produce products. Some of these prod-

ucts would have been good
for all humanity if they were
made and sold at a cost that
all could afford.
However these profiteers of the so called “free
market” would cry foul because they would not be
able to maximize their profits. In order for them to maximize their profits, they have
to charge high prices for
their product where by only
certain people could afford
to purchase their finished
product.
These profiteers further
increase their profits by not
investing in the countries
they exploited for centuries
leaving the indigenous population in a continued state
of poverty.
What is ironically sad
about those countries that
have managed to gain their
independence from their
former colonial European
masters is that the people
have to deal with a leadership class of African profiteers.
These leaders have done
little, or in some cases, nothing to change the political
economic relationship that
existed prior to their independence. As a result, the
indigenous people continue
to live in poverty.
In this country, many
people are under the misconception as to the true
causes of poverty and the
nature of its existence.
These people too often fall
into one of America’s language traps where the victim is blamed for their
condition.
It is relatively easy to
equate poverty with the
lifestyles of the poor disadvantaged minority population. The implications are
that the people who live in
these areas are inherently
lazy, thus causing poverty to
exist.
This is completely un-
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true and is a myth that must
be destroyed. In truth, the
minority populations are victims of a system of poverty
that was here before they arrived.
Those who accept the
above rational are victims of
a racist thought pattern that
reflects their lack of understanding of America’s historical development and the
organization of America’s
economic infrastructure.
There are always people
who are not aggressive
when it comes to being neat
and taking care of their surrounding. These folks occupy
all
races
and
nationalities.
However
when we talk about the
overwhelming issue of
poverty we must look at its
system of implied and explicit rules.
These rules are built into
America’s infrastructure
that will not only generate
poverty stricken communities, but a poverty mentality.
Without going in depth as to
the nature of these rules and
how they specifically keep
certain communities in a
state of poverty, I will just list
them:
- Redlining
- Lack of or no investment in
poverty stricken areas
- Gerrymandering practices
- Outsourcing of jobs;
- Foreign businesses with
90 percent of their inventory consists of nicotine,
caffeine, sugar and drug
paraphernalia
- Slum lords
- A legal system that favors
landlords over the tenants
in disputes
These are just some of
the issues that our people
have to deal with on a daily
basis. So the next time you
are driving through one of
these barren stricken communities know that it is not
all the people’s fault that
lives there.
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The Black Press endorses
President Obama

BY CLOVES C.
CAMPBELL, JR.

A few years ago, NNPA
was holding its annual
board meetings in March
in Washington, D. C., then,
Senator Barack Obama
walked in the room to welcome the publishers to
Washington.
He also indicated he
wanted to share some
news with us. The news
was that he was planning
on seeking the office of the
President of the United
States of America. There
were some young and
many older publishers in
the meeting. He said if any
of us would like to talk with
him in the lobby, he would
be happy to share his
thoughts.
I remember many of
the publishers being very
excited. Francis Page and I
were especially interested
in talking with Senator
Obama. During our Black

Press Week events that
week, then NNPA Foundation President, Brian
Townsend was honoring
the Senator as well.
As we listened, we too
saw what many people already knew and millions
more would eventually
learn about this very
charismatic man. There
was something special
about him. Something that
would change the history
of black folks in politics forever.
It was then that I and
the other members of
NNPA voiced our support
first for the 44th President
of the United States of
America. The Black Press
was there FIRST.
Fast forward to August
2012. It was then that I
asked the question about
the President’s campaign
spending. It was then,
when several members of
the campaign questioned
my article. As I stated then
and will state again, THE
NNPA, THE BLACK
PRESS of AMERICA has
always supported President Obama.
We have encouraged
black folks to get registered to vote. We encouraged blacks to go to the
polls and exercise their
right to vote. We have published hundreds of articles
about President Obama,
his administration and his

programs. We have also
on numerous occasions
championed his issues on
our front pages.
There is no doubt that
when other media outlets
brought unnecessary criticism on the president, it
was the BLACK PRESS
that was there to support
him. As we prepare to go to
the polls in November, I
am here to say that the National News Paper Publishers Association endorses
President Barack Obama
once again.
It is our belief that the
United States of America
can be best served with
President Obama being reelected. We at the NNPA
look forward to working
with the president’s administration in the formulation
of strategies for the next
four years. It is our hope
that those plans include
more opportunities for
blacks to procure business
with the Federal Government, greater employment
opportunities for blacks in
America and enhanced opportunities for all students
seeking higher education.
We encourage our
readers to register to vote,
go out and vote and be
sure to take the proper
identification with them to
the polls on Election Day.
Vote to re-elect President Barack Obama Nov.
6!

Political analyst Jamal Simmons
From SIMMONS, page 1

Hailing from Detroit,
Simmons started working
in politics fresh out of college and has been plugging
along ever since. His resume lists prominent political figures such as Senator
Bob Graham, who he was a
traveling press secretary
for, and Al Gore, who he
served as deputy communications director during the
2000 recount catastrophe.
Lately, Simmons spends
most of his time traveling
the country, speaking with
supporters and non-supporters from both sides of
the current election and it’s
this valuable insight that has
media outlets such as CBS
News and CNN gunning for
his political commentary.
His role as a political
pundit is welcomed, and as
the first black political analyst CBS has ever had, Simmons brings grace, style,
and some pretty sophisticated political talk to the
table.
In 2008, Simmons
served as an early supporter for then candidate
Barack Obama and as an
advisor to the Democratic
National Convention during
the campaign, but on Friday, Jamal Simmons arrived
in town to back President
Obama once again.
Invited by Organizing
for America (OFA), Simmons is glad to help foster
voting registration here in
Tampa Bay and getting the
word out on the positives of
reelecting the president.
“He’s got a wonderful
record to run on and he’s
got great plans for the country, for the future,” Simmons stated about the
president. “I think he’s just
got to talk about that.”
Simmons went on to discuss his views on the election and why he believes
President Obama has the
upper hand, especially in
Florida.

With the state’s heavy
elderly population, Romney’s intentions when it
comes to Medicare are
frightening and vouchers
have become a dirty word,
especially when it puts the
burden of funding healthcare on the sick and aging.
“People are running
away from this Medicare
plan,” Simmons stated. “I
don’t think they want to
have a plan where people
are told good luck with the
insurance companies. The
insurance
companies
haven’t really done so well
with us so far.”
Simmons also believes
minority and women voters
are not equally represented
with the current Republican
forum and expects the party
to revamp its political views
and standards in the near future.
Simmons threw out
stats to back up his thinking, such as women voters
leaving in droves after Todd
Aiken’s enlightened views
on abortion, the Republican
party losing Latino support
by 40-50 points, and the astounding revelation that not
even 3-4 percent of African
Americans are willing to
vote Republican.
Simmons sees the writing on the wall and so do
women and minorities. The
nation is changing, becoming more diverse. With
more women and minorities
being educated and in the
work force than ever before,
the nation is no longer the
cookie cutter man brings
home the bacon while the
woman fries it up in a pan
scenario.
“[That’s] a world view
that is exclusionary,” Simmons chastised. “Most people want to live in a country
where we’re adding people
to the pot and everybody
gets to get in and have their
chance to make a success
out of themselves, not hold-

ing people back and excluding them.”
Simmons touched on
the American dream being
a relay race with every generation carrying the baton
for future generations and
he sees President Obama as
building on that sort of
ideal. Where all races, genders, and beliefs work together for the common
good and where no one is
forced to do it alone.
“I think America really
wants somebody who recognizes that the country is
changing, that the world is
changing,” Simmons confided. “We can’t afford to
leave anybody behind. We
need every [one] to be able
to have the opportunity to
succeed.”
When asked about the
recent outcry with the
African-American clergy
when it comes to President
Obama’s thumbs up approach to gay marriage,
Simmons isn’t sure there really is such a thing.
“People who are the
loudest are the ones who
get attention,” Simmons, the
son of a pastor informed,
“but behind the people who
are being very loud, there
are a lot of people who think
that we got bigger fish to
fry.”
Simmons encourages
Tampa Bay residents to register to vote if they haven’t
already and to be prepared.
With a lengthy ballot, lines
at the polls are projected to
be longer than in past elections.
Simmons and the OFA
suggest voting early in the
event there is a snag in the
process.
“If you try to vote early
and you have a problem,
there’s time to recover and
fix it,” Simmons warned,
“and make sure your vote
[is] counted.”
Registration deadline is
Oct. 9.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Help
&
Hope

United by “soul” music

By Dr. Basha Jordan

Addiction and the church
ST. PETERSBURG — Many people do
not like to talk about what is happening in
their own house behind closed doors. It is
much easier to point the finger at someone
else and criticize them for not being able to
“kick the habit.”
When I speak of a habit or addiction,
most people think of drugs or alcohol right
away. However, addiction may take many
forms in a person’s life such as, food, work,
gambling, shopping, relationships and other
areas.
People may become addicted to a person, place or thing, and the dependency can
cause traumatic consequences.
The consequences are worse when the
individual thinks he cannot talk about it because of embarrassment or pride. This is especially evident among individuals who
attend church or some other religious order.
I have been a pastor for 35 years, was
raised in the Methodist church and my father, Basha Jordan, Sr. was a pastor for 44
years. His father, Elder Jordan, Sr., raised his
family in the McCabe Methodist church in
the 1920’s in St. Petersburg, and yet, my own
30 year addiction to alcohol, food, and other
drugs almost destroyed my life until God
worked through my wife and I ended up in a
treatment center in October of 1988.
Alcohol, the most consumed drug in
America, has been an enemy of many who
have been in the church, from the pulpit to
the door. Cigarettes have also been widely accepted and used among the redeemed while
nicotine addiction has stricken many with
cancer. My father died as a direct result of
emphysema caused by his addiction to cigarettes. My uncle died from alcoholism.
I am grateful for 24 years of deliverance.
Addiction is a family disease and many in the
church suffer today in silence because of
shame, pride and lack of knowing how to get
help.
In all the years of my active addiction, I

never heard a pastor or church member talk
about help for persons in the church who
have a dependency. Plus, I was afraid to ask
for help because of the fear of rejection, judgment and possible loss of employment and
respect.
Today, the church has the opportunity to
make a difference in the lives of its families
who suffer from the disease of addiction. Pastors can take courses at local colleges or get
continuing education credits through
courses offered by the state and online for
obsessive, compulsive behavior.
Churches are being sought to open their
doors for 12 Step meetings for all types of addictions.
Go online to get information on how to
start attending Overeaters Anonymous, Narcotics Anonymous, Alcoholics Anonymous,
Sexaholics Anonymous, Sex and Love Addicts Anonymous, or other 12 Step meetings.
Alcoholics Anonymous, the first 12 Step
program, came directly from an evangelistic
movement in the church called the Oxford
Group in the early 1900s.
Today, families in the Body of Christ can
ask that unused properties be converted into
recovery houses for men and women who
need help and hope. Government funding is
available for faith-based, non-profits to make
a difference in the community they serve.
There are recovery houses and treatment centers that are serving family members of your church or religious institution.
Food, blankets and personal items can be donated to addiction ministries with a good
track record.
When the church gives of itself to God’s
people, especially those within the Body of
Christ, lives are saved and changed.
For more information, listen to our Hope
Alive Outreach radio broadcast on WRBX
1690 AM Saturdays at 8:30a.m. You can also
email me at ProphetBasha@aol.com, or call
at 443-250-9635.

P LEAS E S U P P O RT
O U R ADVE RTI S E R S!
TE LL TH E M YO U SAW TH E I R AD I N
TH E WE E K LY C HALLE N G E R!

PICK OF THE WEEK!
38 10 34

CA$H 3

399
702
194

DOG DAYS

5-3 8-6
6-1 3-8
4-2 7-4

NEW DJ LINE-UP
7 AM - 12 NOON
Maurice in the Morning
12 NOON - 2 PM & Weekends
Sister Dianne Hughes
3 PM - 7 PM
Brother Michael Walker
7 PM - 11 PM Coco Brother
11 PM - 7 AM Joe Simian

BY DEXTER MCCREE
Challenger Columnist

ST. PETERSBURG — The
bright lights and stage of the
big city took Donna Rogers,
professionally known as “Sojourner” (AKA SoJo) from the
streets of St. Petersburg to the
country’s open road.
Her gifted voice and energetic stage presence thrilled
crowds night after night. Opening for the likes of Chris Brown
and T-Paine Rogers rise to stardom was coming quickly. Although she was on the road
traveling, her eyes and heart
were in St. Petersburg.
“I love the singing, rapping
and traveling. I got a chance to
see the world and meet people

that I could only have
dreamed. It was a really fun
time,” said Rogers.
Back at home, more music
was being developed. A rapper
with the Head Line Boys, Mike
Harris, was creating his own
sound waves that would later
be pleasing to Rogers’ ears.
“One day while I was home
and had just completed a tour
with T-Paine Mike came over.
His music group had been
working on a CD. He played
one of his songs. I absolutely
loved it. So I put him in touch
with my producer,” said
Rogers.
It was the beginning of a
dynamic team. Music was
bringing the two of them together. God’s divine plan
would keep them there.
“I’m a songwriter and
Donna is a performer,” explained Mike Harris. “When I
met her and we began to talk, I
knew that God could use us to
do great things. I saw us doing
music together and traveling.
What I didn’t know at that time
was God’s plan was for our gifts
to be used in the church.”
Rogers and Harris would

eventually marry. “We are
very much alike,” said Donna.
“We both are performers, love
the same type of music, and
enjoy the same things in life.
It’s almost perfect.”
Now raising three boys,
the challenge and duties of
family hasn’t stifled the creative
work of sweet music at all.
Today, the national tours and
days with famous stars have
given way to spiritual purpose
and winning souls for God.
At church, Harris is the
technical engineer for the
sound system and continues to
sing and praise. Donna RogersHarris now takes center stage
as the Praise and Worship
Leader at church.
“We love praising and worshipping God,” said Harris.
“We had no idea that serving
God could be this much fun!
We love the people at Anointed
Word Fellowship and we know
that’s where God has called us
to serve.”
For Mike and Donna,
music joined them together
and through their music, God
is using them to win souls. It’s
a match only made in heaven.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Parent of the Week Award
ST. PETERSBURG — This award is not a contest; rather the purpose of the
award is to celebrate parental engagement in education by parents and caring
adults. While encountering many challenges, these parents continue to be engaged
in all aspects of their children’s lives.

“I am involved in everything my child
does such as helping with homework,
playing games, going to dance practice,
and just being where she needs me most.
I also communicate with her teacher on
a daily basis.”
— Lashonda Brown, a single parent

“I assist with homework, attend teachers’ conferences, volunteer at school and
outside activities, teach him how to cook,
and converse frequently about faith and
praise. I also serve as a mentor and volunteer at my niece and nephew’s schools.”

Registering and educating voters
From VOTE, page 1

time low, why are the governor and the legislatures
erecting barriers to prevent citizens from voting,”
she said.
Rice suggests that in
order to prevail and win,
civic engagement is the
anecdote, which includes
education and registering
citizens to vote.
Since the 2000 election, Florida has been a
part of the nationwide battle over access to the ballot. In 2000, a presidential
election was decided by a
recount of 537 votes from
Florida. Since that time
voting laws have been

erected and voter purging
has taken effect.
The state is in the
process of flagging voters
as questionable U.S. citizens and may deny them
the right to cast a vote for
the upcoming election if
the citizens are notified in
a timely manner.
This is actually the second act of voter purging.
During the first attempt,
election officials discovered that on a previous list
there were names of many
legal U.S. citizens listed.
Attendees were encouraged to educate
themselves on the consti-

tutional amendments on
the ballot as some wording may be confusing.
About 35 people attended the forum, and one
expressed concern was
who is financing the push
to amend the Florida constitution as most of the
amendments were generated by the legislature and
not the citizens.
If the constitutional
amendments are approved, it will be very difficult to get them
amended or removed
from the constitution.
Last day to register to
vote is Oct. 9.

— Delquanda Turner, a parent of
one 15-year-old child named Derrick

L-R, Karen Coale, Delores H. Whitehead, Darden Rice, Earline Gilbert,
Terry Bryant, Mary E. Stephens, Betty J. Gaston and Mary A. Franklin

Friday, October 12 • 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
YMCA of Greater St. Petersburg
Childs Park YMCA
691 43rd St. S., St. Petersburg, Fla 33711

V isit U s O nline !
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COMMUNITY NEWS
St. Pete’s
Hidden
History

Calendar
Of events
Courtesy of

By Jon Wilson

Integration of Spa Beach
ST. PETERSBURG — One of the most dramatic
steps in St. Petersburg’s civil rights arena came in
1955, when six African Americans sued the city government to end segregation at downtown bathing
sites.
Both Spa Beach and the indoor pool at the Spa,
situated on the approach to the Municipal Pier, were
reserved for whites only. A beach for people of color
was situated a few blocks south on Tampa Bay.
Referred to as the “South Mole” and marked with
signs proclaiming “colored only,” the piece of sand
was near the terminus of the Atlantic Coast Line railroad tracks and was also used as a storage site by the
city. Rubble cluttered the beach and bathhouse facilities were small.
On April 1, 1957, the Supreme Court ruled in
favor of Fred Alsup, Ralph Wimbish, Willet Williams,
Naomi Williams, Chester James Jr., and Harold
Davis. In theory, the swimming spots now were open;
in practice, they remained closed to African Americans.
Successful beach integration would represent a
major crack in the city business district’s longstanding wall of segregation. But the city government
wanted no part of any change.
When eight young African Americans tested the
court ruling by visiting Spa Beach on June 5, 1958,
City Manager Ross Windom closed it after the youths
used locker facilities and spent about an hour on the
beach. Two police officers patrolled the site to enforce the ban.
Said Mayor John D. Burroughs: “In my opinion,
this was an unfortunate incident. I know a lot of our
local Negro leaders, and their thinking does not go
along with anything like this.’’ The beach visit, Burroughs said, was conducted by “some colored people
who are not representative of our own true Negro citizens.’’
The comments often were typical of governmental leaders throughout towns and cities where African
Americans challenged integration; white officials
tended to blame outsiders or deviant thinkers for instigating civil rights campaigns.
Windom’s thinking echoed that of the mayor’s: “I
think the small group who went to the Spa were illadvised,’’ he said. “I think the majority of Negro citizens don’t wish to exercise any right the Supreme
Court may have given them.”
In fact, the eight young African Americans who
went to the beach had St. Petersburg addresses. All
were college students or graduates: Morgan Eugene
Richards, 22, a registered pharmacist; Otto Karl
Woodbury, 24, a Florida A&M student; Nathan
Holmes, 19, a waiter and Allen Williams Jr., 23, a
Morehouse College graduate.
Also joining them was Betty Harden, 18, a student
at Talladega College; Bettye Fluker, 22, a Florida
A&M student; Victoria Monroe, 22, who had attended Florida A&M; and Bertha Dancil, 18, a Gibbs
Junior College student.
Betty Harden recalled recently that the event
seemed to be unplanned. Bertha Dancil invited her

oct. 12-14 – Attention: 2nd Infantry Division Veterans —
The Florida Branch of the Second (Indianhead) Division
Association will have its annual reunion in Titusville, Fla.
at the Best Western Space Shuttle Inn.
For
reservations, call the hotel at 321-269-9100 and tell
them you are with the Second Division. For more
information, call the branch secretary-treasurer, Donald
Calnan, at 561-742-5379 or send an email to
2ida.mail@charter.net.

Betty Harden
to go swimming with some other young people, and
Harden said she assumed it would be at segregated
South Mole.
The eight drove downtown in two cars. Harden
said she began to wonder where they were going
after the youths drove past the usual spot, but it was
not until they pulled into the Spa parking lot that she
realized the destination.
The group bought tickets without incident and entered the water with many other people. Again, there
were no problems.
“I don’t remember being afraid of anything,”
Harden said. “I don’t recall there were any incidents.
I didn’t hear any name-calling. I didn’t hear anybody
on the beach talking to us.”
It wasn’t until the youths left the water and sat on
the beach that others began noticing. “That’s when I
realized we were drawing a lot of attention,” Harden
said.
But the attention came at first not from other
beach-goers, but from reporters and photographers
chronicling an historic moment in the city’s civil
rights history.
Ralph Wimbish, a physician and one of the original plaintiffs in the suit to open the beach, called its
abrupt closure “a rather drastic response to the situation. I hope it is only temporary. I am proud of those
young people and their courage in exercising a privilege granted them by the U.S. Supreme Court.”
Wimbish went on to say: “The city has had more
than a year since the Spa suit was decided in which
to provide the Negroes with a decent bathing beach.
None has been forthcoming. In fact, since I was a
child here, I have heard nothing but procrastination
on this subject from City Hall. If they had given us a
decent beach, no incident would have occurred to
force the closing of the Spa.”
This is another in a series of columns about
African-American Heritage in St. Petersburg. The
African-American Heritage Project is an ongoing initiative by the City of St. Petersburg. For information,
contact Kimberly Hinder, (727) 892-5451 or email
Kimberly.hinder@stpete.or

Saturday, oct. 20 — Step back in time as you walk
through a general store, visit an authentic print shop, an
operating sawmill & blacksmith shop at the annual
Autumn Harvest at Boyd Hill Nature Preserve’s Pinellas
Pioneer Settlement, 3130 31st Street S. from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m., enjoy old time fun including hayrides, bobbing for
apples, sack races, horseshoes, a pumpkin carving
contest and patch, a farmer’s market, and carnival
games. Vendors and crafters may still reserve space in
the market. For more information, call 893-7234.
Admission is free and open to all ages. Donations
accepted. Entry for the pumpkin carving contest is $5
with a $25 cash prize.

The following job is currently available:
• Assistant Director, Distance and
Distributed Learning (#0008449)
For information regarding the above, please go to:
http://employment.usf.edu/applicants/Central?quickFind=60179
or visit the USFSP Human Resources Office at
140 Seventh Ave. S., Bay 206, St. Petersburg, FL
USFSP is an EO/Equal Access Institution.Welcoming...Diverse...Inclusive

If you are 62 years or older or
mobility impaired on a limited income
YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR A
RENT SUBSIDIZED APARTMENT
at

MLF TOWERS

540 Second Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL
Call us at (727) 823-1575
FL Relay TTY 1-800-955-8771

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles
Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store

(727) 867-3696
LAW OFFICE OF RODERICK O. FORD PLLC

Blast from the past
Do you recognize any of the people in this photograph? If so, please give us a call at 727-896-2922.

Employment Discrimination
Worker’s Compensation
Bankruptcy ($500 & up)
Social Security Disability
(727) 209-0814 (St. Petersburg)
or (813) 223-1200 (Tampa)
www.fordlawfirm.org
220 E. Madison St., Ste. 1110, Tampa, FL 33602

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE
Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance

Writer Needed!
Start TODAY!
Writers will cover events and feature stories in
Pinellas County and the Bradenton/Palmetto area.

HELP WANTED

Experienced Advertising
Sales Representative

Stories must be factually correct,
between 500-600 words unless told otherwise
and be accompanied by pictures of the event.
Correct grammar and punctuation is a must. AP style
of writing is required. Schedule must be flexible.

Sell advertising space, including graphic
art, in The Weekly Challenger and
The Weekly Challenger On-Line.
Recommend appropriate sizes
and formats for advertising.
Deliver advertising or proofs to
customers for approval. Commission pay.

Email resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.

Email resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.

Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

CLASSIFIED
An experienced office worker is urgently
needed. Must be at least 18 years old. Interested
applicants please contact bendaton@live.com.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT RATE
$8.00 for 1-20 words and 50¢ for each additional word over 20.
This price is each time you publish your ad.
Must pay in full prior to run date. Deadline: Monday at 4:00 p.m.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Community Spotlight

October 9 is the last day to register to vote
From OFA, page 1

the president’s message is
getting across – to those in
the crowd at least.
But with the hard work
and drive of local legends
like OFA Neighborhood
Team Leader Lilian Lewis,
the “vote for change” message surely is getting out
around St. Petersburg.
Lewis got involved with
OFA for personal reasons.
Her mother, 89, has been
in and out of the hospital
over nine times in the last
few years, and Lewis fears
if Mitt Romney gets in the
White House, her mother
will no longer receive the
care she needs.
“I think we need to
fight now, get everybody
organized [and] get the
president
reelected,”
Lewis urged volunteers.
“That’s what we need to
do.”
Deputy Regional Field
Director Terrance Laney
knows it is all about getting out in the neighborhoods and pushing people
to stand up and recognize
their right to vote.
“It’s really the difference in this campaign,”
Laney said as he emphasized the importance of
the neighborhood teams
throughout St. Petersburg. Every zip code in
the city has a team designated to guide them
through
the
voting
process.
“Our teams are about
supporting each other and
building relationships because at the end of the day
were building a strong
community that’s going to
stand up and push for
president
Obama’s
agenda,” Delaney added.
Regional Field Director, Victoria Kirby, also
spoke to the crowd introducing the new concept of
Family Fridays. Workers
and volunteers are to take
a look at their own family
trees and locate any relatives that may not be registered
voters,
encouraging all to head
down to the new headquarters and sign up.
Senator Joyner ended
the night encouraging
African Americans to
make their voices heard.
With an estimated 2.2 million black families having
benefitted from President’s Obama’s plan and
receiving a much welcomed financial break in
the form of earned income
and child tax credits, Senator Joyner demands the
black voice be heard and
predicts the election will
come down to just a few
votes in a single state.
“Even one conversation could determine
whether or not we continue to move forward
with President Obama,”
Senator Joyner said. “The
opportunity for every
American regardless of
their background to have
an equal chance at achieving the American dream is
at stake in November.”
And it is this determination to ensuring all
voices are heard that led
to the OFA, along with
State Representative Darryl Rouson, to kick off
more chances to register
voters.
While honoring local
veterans for their service
at a barbeque last Saturday at The Yard restaurant
in Coquina Key Plaza, Rouson encouraged members
of the community to take
pride in their country and
honor those who served,
gave their lives or were
injured in combat by

By Emma Cavin • Staff Writer

Jasmine Morris
Student • Drum Major • Volunteer

Deputy Regional Field Director Terrance Laney

OFA Neighborhood Team Leader Lillian Lewis

The crowd listened intently
to Senator Joyner’s words.

Wengay Newton and Ken Welch

Regional Field Director Victoria Kirby

State Representative Darryl Rouson speaking
Saturday at The Yard

stepping up and registering.
Rouson also encouraged everyone to help the
cause by finding those
who can’t vote on their
own and signing them up
to receive an absentee ballot.
“If you count all the
sick, shut ins, and healing
[people], that’s a thousand
votes just in the city of

St. Petersburg,” Rouson
said. “That’s an innovative
way that you can help this
campaign.”
The OFA South St. Petersburg Office is located
at 2108 34th St. S., and is
open seven days a week
from 10 a.m. – 9 p.m. People can register to vote or
train on helping the OFA
organization.

Jasmine Morris likes to have fun, but
her general demeanor shouts: It’s all
about the books!
Her studies are her major focus this
year, and as a senior in the International
Baccalaureate (IB) Program at St. Petersburg High School, Jasmine Morris is
reminded by her schedule that almost
every minute is serious, and she must
plan every thing that she does.
Jasmine has to juggle class work,
band activities, community activities,
church activities, and family time. A well
thought out schedule provides time for
all that she has to do and some down
time with her family or her friends. Her
junior year taught her that lesson.
“Last year,” noted Jasmine, “I got a little stressed out. I practically lived at
school. Often, there was something to do
with the drama club or the Black History
Club. And then, there were the marching band and the concert band, which
required separate practices and performances.”
When she was not at school, she was
doing volunteer service through the Key
Club or with the Hospice Youth. One
might think that was enough, but there
was also the choir and the mime group
at church, plus practice sessions for
them, too.
“Whew! Thinking about it is enough
to tire me out now. How did I do all of
those things,” Jasmine asked herself.
This year, Jasmine is focused on her
classes and the grades she wants to
maintain through graduation. Last
month, she has completed a number of
required essays, including the “Extended Essay,” which requires extensive
research and is written, evaluated, and
rewritten within the junior and senior
years.
She has to keep her grades up and
fulfill all of the requirements for graduation. The IB diploma is a coveted document and well worth the work and
comprehensive tests that are required.
It is a rigorous program, but like her
classmates, Jasmine enjoys it all.
She is looking forward to being a
freshman next fall the University of
Florida in Gainesville. Jasmine wants to
work in the social sciences, international

studies, or possibly dentistry.
In her leisure time, what little there
is, Jasmine writes poetry, blogs, and
reads. She and her two brothers, Jamil
and Jalen, get along very well. The boys
are a little competitive, but very protective of their big sister.
Jasmine looks forward to the times
they are able to do things together, especially family outings and trips to theme
parks. She will miss them when she goes
away to college. James and Tamika Morris are the parents of this delightful trio.
The best surprise for Jasmine was
being named drum major for this school
year. Although she has had the opportunity to show off her musical talent and
leadership skills, the top band position
was not expected.
According to Jasmine, she is very
happy that the band and the band director respect her that much. Being the
drum major allows her to increase her
leadership skills while she stands with
her peers as a mentor and friend.
This weekend, they will put on a
show for the homecoming game and follow up with a formal homecoming
dance. There will be many “Kodak” moments this term. So far, this has been a
very good school year!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Rainey’s
Bulletin

By Pastor Martin Rainey

Increasing parent engagement
Both parents and teachers have a significant role to play in helping children
succeed in school. However, parental engagement in their children’s education is
seriously lacking in the schools.
Identifying factors that contribute to
this lacking will enable schools and community to better understand the reasons
and help them develop ways of increasing parental and caring adult participation (community/village).
When addressing the issue of
parental engagement, it is necessary to
define what actually constitutes involvement, and examine the perspectives of
parents, community, teachers, and administrators alike.
Parents care deeply about their children’s education and are willing to help;
sometimes they just don’t know how, or
are intimidated by schools and school
personnel.
Cultural beliefs, socio-economic status, and parents’ own experiences in
school all influence their views on parent
involvement. Most teachers have not
been formally trained in working with
parents and may view parents’ lack of
participation as disinterest when most
likely that is not the case.
Research looks at the many obstacles
that must be overcome by all parties to
improve parental engagement, and how
identification and education of both parents and teachers will increase parent
engagement and ultimately student
achievement.
Parent engagement improves student achievement. Yet research shows
that parent participation is seriously
lacking. With the demands placed upon
schools by the “No Child Left Behind”
legislation, it is more important than
ever for students to make progress.
If engaging parents will help in this
endeavor, all schools should be making
an effort to work collaboratively with
parents and community to ultimately improve student achievement.
Understanding the obstacles parents
and teachers face when it comes to working together for the benefit of the student will make it easier to determine
how those obstacles can be overcome.
Effectively engaging parents means
that schools must acknowledge the diversities of their populations and be
mindful of the varying perspectives regarding involvement associated with
those diversities.
The link between parent engagement
and achievement
Parent involvement can mean different things to different people. Some
equate involvement with chaperoning
field trips or volunteering for PTA committees. Others define it as attendance at
an open house or signing homework
folders.
Still others may consider parental involvement to mean the participation of
parents in regular communication involving student academic learning and other
school activities.
Student achievement is about more
than grades. Attendance, students’ attitudes toward school, student behavior,
and drop-out rate all play a role in student achievement.
In a recent report by the National
School Public Relations Association, results showed that improved parental involvement leads to higher academic
achievement, better attendance, and improved behavior at home and school.
These concepts go hand-in-hand, so
why aren’t all schools willing to involve

parents, and why are parents reluctant to
get involved?
Barriers to parent engagement
Research indicate that parents care
very much about the educational needs
of their children, and that negative perceptions of parents persist because
schools have not adequately educated
their teachers to understand parents and
to network with them.
Parents’ perceptions of their role in
their children’s education are often
shaped by their own schooling experience, and their current circumstances.
Indeed, there are many barriers to
parent participation. Too often schools
are quick to dismiss parents’ seeming indifference as not caring when, if fact, the
ways parents view their roles is shaped
by the circumstances, norms of particular cultures and their own beliefs about
the effectiveness of teachers or tutors.
The trend in public education has
been to convert schools into social service agencies from where they get their
meals to where they get their moral
training. So, it is more important than
ever to find ways to connect with and involve even the busiest of parents.
Even the most willing parents sometimes just don’t know how to get involved, and issues such as lack of
transportation, schedules and cultural
differences can keep parents from meetings and school events and other meaningful engagement.
Overcoming obstacles
Schools can do many things to encourage parent participation. Education
journalist Leon Lynn states, in an edition
of The Harvard Education Letter, that “a
teacher must be able to make good use
of families’ expertise and resources, at
the same time reaching out to families to
support them.”
He believes that “to succeed at building parent involvement, teachers need
professional development experience
that prepare them for the task, just as
they need preparation in subject matter
and teaching skills” (1997).
Experts in the field have been saying
for years, schools should speak directly
to parents, community, churches and
teachers (focus groups) on what they
can do to improve achievement.
Also increase teacher training on the
needs of minority students, and develop
programs for parents so that they can
learn about the situations that affect
their children’s lives at school and become more involved.
Whose responsibility is it to get parents involved?
Schools must take the initiative to enlist the help of parents and community.
Looking at their own school’s community and determining the challenges and
strengths that lie within, schools can develop plans to increase parental engagement and caring adults and in doing so
ultimately improve student achievement.
Pastor Rainey is the President of the
Parent Support For Education Council,
inc., Chairman JWB South County Community Council and also serves as Outreach Pastor for Faith Memorial MB
Church, Rev. Dr. Bragg L. Turner, Senior
Pastor.
Pastor Rainey may be contacted at
mrainey390@verizon.net or (727) 4201326
PSFEC meets every third Thursday of
each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Hospitality
House located at 3647 18th Ave. S., St.
Petersburg, adjacent to South Side Tabernacle Baptist Church.

Mt. Olive AME Church holds voter’s drive
From DRIVE, page 1

that
African-American
men and women were
welcomed at the polls.
“A lot has gone into
everyone having the opportunity to vote,” Pastor
James V. Williams explained. “For whatever
reason some of the young
generation don’t see the
importance of it and it’s
our prayer that their mindset will be changed.”
But the reluctance to
register isn’t only with the
young. While the youth of
today may be ignorant of
past struggles, there are
many seasoned African
Americans who remember what it was like to live
during the tumultuous
times when blacks were
barred from their constitutional rights to vote.
During the times of
poll taxes and literacy
tests, blacks had limited
legal rights when it came
to casting their votes and
risked harassment, intimidation, and physical violence if they attempted to
stand their ground.
It is these recollections
of the past that drive some
forward to persevere
while making others shy
away from a fight.
Local resident Lloyd
Blunt remembers the
early attitude toward
blacks voting and is glad
times have changed
where African Americans
no longer have to fear for
their lives to take part in
politics.
“I grew up in the 60s
and the 70s and it was still
going on,” Blunt remembered, but “I’ve seen a lot
of changes.”
And although Blunt
has had his share of troubles with the law, his past
mistakes aside, he now realizes the power he holds
in registering to vote and
intends to be more involved in the political
processes that affect his
life.
“I just never really
took pride in being an
American and exercising
my rights,” Blunt declared, “but we have a
black president now and I
like what he represents.”
First time registered
voter Anthony Patterson
also had some of those
same negative thoughts
toward politics in the past,
but plans to cast his vote
for the first time this election.
“I never thought it
made a difference because all my life it’s been,
they’re gonna put whoever they want to in
there,” Patterson confided. And although he
didn’t vote in the last presidential election, Patterson now knows the
significance and change
that can come about when
a group of voices stand up
to be heard.
“I have a lot of kids so
I’ve been trying to encourage [them],” he said. “To
change something you
got to do something [and]
if you’re going to tell

Barbara Mack encouraging 16-year-old
Dylan Crawford to pre-register to vote.

Eighteen-year-old Lindsey Small
registering to vote.

Lloyd Blunt

First time registered voter Anthony Patterson
and his large family.

someone to do something,
you’ve got to do it yourself.”
Powerful words for his
family and inspiring words
for a community struggling to establish the urgency of voting in this
year’s election.
But Edith Ellerson, a
church member at Mt.
Olive Episcopal since
1987, knows what a privilege it is to be able to vote,
especially in southern
black communities, and
has always exercised her
rights at election time.
Living the age old
adage of every vote
counts, Ellerson wishes

the
naysayers
and
reluctant youth of today
would realize that just one
lost vote could not only
lose an election, but is disrespectful to all African
Americans who fought
and gave their lives so that
others could enjoy a
brighter future.
“So many people in
today’s society don’t realize the price that was paid
to have that privilege to
vote,” Ellerson said, “and
they’re throwing it away
by sitting home. So lift up
those who gave their lives
by going out there and
voting.”

“Ask Your
Southside Lawyer”

BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT OUR
‘WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallengerNewspaper.com

L-R, Valarie Winston, Glenda Pinckney and
Edith Ellerson.

Every week The Weekly Challenger will select your questions
and have James Flynn, “Our Southside Lawyer” give answers.

Please submit questions to

James E. Flynn Jr.

theflynnlawfirm@gmail.com or call 727-490-6327.

10-4-12_Layout 1 10/3/12 5:12 PM Page 8

8

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2012

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Florida Highwaymen
BY STAFF WRITER

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Highwaymen didn’t
exist, so to speak, until
1995 when Florida art historian Jim Fitch and St. Petersburg Times writer Jeff
Klinkenberg wrote several
newspaper articles about
them in August of 1995.
After those articles
came out, suddenly thousands of paintings saw the
light of day, and were
viewed with renewed interest.
The Highwaymen, also
referred to as Florida Highwaymen, are a group of
self-taught African-American landscape artists in
Florida. They created a
body of work that numbers
into the six-digit mark all
while facing staunch southern racism.
Mostly from the Fort
Pierce area, they painted
landscapes and made a living selling them door-todoor throughout Florida
from the late 1950s through
the 1980s.
The
Highwaymen
painted on inexpensive
Upson board and framed
their paintings with crown
molding. They packed
these paintings into the
trunks of their cars sometimes before the paint even
dried.
The Carter G. Woodson
African American Museum
was fortunate enough to
have a rare west coast
showing of Highwayman
Willie Daniels’s work last
Fri., Sept. 28.
The youngest of the
Highwaymen,
Daniels
started painting in the early
1960s at the age of 14. After

doing odd jobs for Albert
Ernest Backus or “Beanie
to his friends, Daniels was
asked to pick up a paint
brush and just try to paint.
“Back in them days you
had to do something. It was
either paint of pick fruit,
and I didn’t like that,”
Daniels jokingly said.
Beanie Backus (19061990) is credited with mentoring and helping to hone
the skills of many artists in
the Fort Pierce area. With
his instruction, Daniels
began his life long career of
painting Florida landscapes.
Daniels
reminisced
about how Highwayman Alfred Hair (1941-1970), the
true organizer of the group,
stopped by one Sunday afternoon and officially inducted him into their small
group of artist. Fortunately
for Daniels, Hair needed
some paint and all the
stores were closed.
“I was about 16 and
painting on the porch. Alfred stopped and said ‘let
me have that tube of paint.’
I told him: ‘I can’t give you
all my paint.’ So he told me
to sell him the paint and
that I could come and paint
some skies for him.”
As Daniels got older, he
started selling his paintings
out of the back of his car
like the rest of the artists.
“Traveling up and down
the road, that’s where the
Highwaymen name came
from. There ain’t a little
town in Florida we ain’t
been in,” said Daniels.
Daniels continues today
to paint the Florida he
remembers before Disney
World and other tourist
traps
changed
the

Alex Harris accompanied by his
brother Norman Harris.

Leslie and Lucy Gross

Local celebrity Rick Gee and Yvonne Alsup

Silent auction winners Joe Lamphier, left and
Carla Kelley, right, with Willie Daniels, center.

Marguerite Nelson and Thelma McCloud

L-R, Celeste Davis, Terri Lipsey Scott, Willie Daniels,
Tammy and Rob Rehnke and Thelma McCloud.

landscape.
“I’ve been painting the
St. Lucie River, the St. John
River, and the Indian River
so long, that it’s in here,” he
said as he pointed to his
head.

Director Donald Gray on the stage
BY JEANIE BLUE
Staff Writer

TAMPA – Sadden by
Tyler Perry’s abrupt cancelation of his recent stage
play? Well, Too Smooth Entertainment is here to
brighten your day with the
unparalleled gospel play
“Holding On To What You
Never Had.”
Donald Gray, the director of the up and coming
gospel play, is not only leading his cast of characters, but
he will actually grace the
stage playing an essential
character in the production.
“Actually I’m going to
portray the character of old
man deacon. He is called
“Deac” and he is from the
church. Deac is a really good
friend of the pastor, especially when the pastor is
going through difficulties
and feels like giving up. This
is when Deac steps in to
serve as the pastor’s spiritual
advisor and encourages him
to keep his head up and to
keep going,” Gray said in a
recent interview.
When asked how does
one direct one’s own performance, Gray downplayed
his talent saying, “I would
guess that after giving directions to other cast members
you kinda just know what
would be good to do.”
Gray was unable to pinpoint one favorite and most
interesting scene in the play
and touted all of the scenes
as great.
“There are a lot of good
scenes in this play,” he says.
“I can’t pinpoint one particular scene I like best. I would
just love to invite Tampa and
the surrounding area to
come out and support this
production.”

Gray has been directing
for about nine years and has
directed several projects including “Stranger in My
House,” which aired on BET,
and the national tour of
“Man of Her Dreams,” starring Jackée Harry from the
sitcom “227.”
Being an actor himself,
Gray understands how to
bring out the best in his cast
members. What he enjoys
the most is helping actors
Donald Gray

portray characters on stage
that reach and minister to
the people.
Gray’s humble beginning started in 1994 in North
Carolina. With his passion
for helping the youth, he
began performing one-manskits to middle and high
school kids encouraging
them to stay off drugs.
Those skits evolved into
a play called “Choices,”
where teens and social workers are actually involved in
the production.
“Yes I’m still linked to the
youth in some kind of way.
I’m based in Atlanta, and we
work with the juvenile deten

tion there,” said Gray.
With his experience both
on the stage and behind the
scenes, “Holding On To
What You Never Had” is
sure to be played to perfection.
The walls of the Straz
Center will be vibrating with
dynamic music, a tight script
by Carlos Davis, and the excellent direction of Donald
Gray this Nov. 4.
For more information,
please contact Too Smooth
Entertainment at 813-2447474, or check out his website
at
www.toosmoothent.com.

Terri Lipsey Scott, chair of
the Woodson Museum,
thanked Dr. Rob Rehnke
and his wife Tammy for
providing the museum with
the opportunity to show

Daniels’
work.
The
Rehnkes also gifted two
Highwaymen paintings for
the silent auction, which
raised $800 for the museum.
Most of the paintings

hanging in the Woodson
Museum are from Matthew
Samuel’s personal collection. He graciously allowed
the museum to show them
through the month of October.

Actress, teacher, author
Dorothy Carter dies in NY
NEW YORK (AP) —
Dorothy Carter, a former
stage actress who starred
in the adaptation of the
groundbreaking
novel
“Strange Fruit” on Broadway and later became an
educator and a children’s
book author, has died
after battling bladder cancer. She was 94.
She died Sept. 14 in
New York, family friend
Mary Zaslofsky said Friday.
Carter, born in 1918 in
Kissimee, studied drama
at Spelman College and
later was taught by Stella
Adler in New York. She
made her Broadway
debut in 1945 in Lillian
Smith’s adaptation of her
novel “Strange Fruit,” an
interracial love story.
The show, directed by
Jose Ferrer and starring
Jane White and Earl
Jones, closed after 60 performances but got a positive write-up by then-first
lady Eleanor Roosevelt in
her syndicated column.
Carter, who was black,
became part of the American Negro Theater under
the direction of Abe Hill
and played Ruth Lawson
in its 1946 Broadway production of “Walk Hard.”
She also appeared in Lou
Peterson’s “Take a Giant

Step” in 1953.
After moving to Milwaukee, she enrolled in
the Wisconsin State
Teachers College and
later earned her master’s
degree. She taught at the
University of WisconsinMilwaukee and became
the first female AfricanAmerican professor at
Bank Street College of Education in New York City
in 1981.

In her 80s, she wrote
three children’s books inspired by her childhood:
“Bye,
Mis’
Lela”,
“Wilhe’mina Miles: After
the Stork Night” and
“Grandma’s General Store
— the Ark.”
She is survived by her
daughter, Carol Carter; a
son, James Carter Jr.; and
a grandson, James Yates
Carter.

W e e ncourage
L etters t o t he e ditor

10-4-12_Layout 1 10/3/12 5:00 PM Page 9

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2012

9

CHALLENGER SPORTS
Bethune Cookman
Wildcat Football
Back To Business

Homecoming
Oct. 6 vs North Carolina A&T
2nd Annual Biker Football Classic
Oct. 20 vs Norfolk State
Oct. 27 vs North Carolina Central
Nov. 3 at Morgan State
Nov. 10 at Savannah State
Florida Blue Florida Classic
Nov. 17 vs Florida A&M*

Athletes must raise their academic standards
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

AND GREG MCDONALD

ST. PETERSBURG - Recently I wrote an article that
expounded on how institutions of higher learning
have upgraded their entrance standards. Schools
such as Notre Dame, Stanford and Vanderbilt are on
the list.
On the other side of the
coin, there have been other
schools that have lowered
their standards in hoping to
lure more African-American
athletes. In my opinion that
is all well and good, but
shouldn’t the parents play a
more active role in their
children’s academics, and
demand more from them
than mediocre grades?
If a child is talented on
the football field, basketball
court or whatever sport
they choose to participate
in, it would behoove the parent to make sure that they

are college ready when time
comes for them to entertain
college offers.
There are athlete’s that
spend an abundance of time
honing their craft, but not
hitting the books with the
same passion as their chosen sport.
Parents cannot rely on
coaches or teachers for the
academic success of their
child. They must become
heavily involved in their
child’s academic life from
the start making sure that
they are academically ready
when the recruiting process
starts.
Case in point, Lakewood
High has had three football
players to attend Notre
Dame, Pat Terrell, Tom
Carter and Justin Smith,
and Northeast High’s Leon
Wright excelled academically at Duke University.
I am willing to bet that
they all either took some advanced placement courses
or honors classes. But, their

good grades most likely did
not start in high school.
Good grades and good
habits begin in elementary
school.
Parents it is imperative
that your child take some
higher level math and a year
of foreign language, along
with some science courses
as well. The National Collegiate Athletic Association
can inform you on all the ac

ademic requirements to become college ready.
In the end, parent must
take control of their child’s
academics whether they are
athletes or not.
Parents, it is your obligation to ensure that your
child is up for the challenge
academically. Let’s do our
children a favor and raise
the bar when it comes to
higher education.

*Game played at the Citrus Bowl in Orlando, FL
Game times subject to change
due to television mandates

The Weekly
Challenger
High School Football
Top 10
Largo (5-0, 1-0)
Lakewood (4-0, 3-0)
Countryside (4-1, 1-0)
East Lake (3-2, 0-0)
CCC (4-1, 0-0)
Northeast (5-0, 1-0)
AFA (5-0, 3-0)
Tarpon Springs (3-2, 1-0)
Gibbs (2-2, 2-1)
St. Pete (2-3)

Week 6 High School
Football Schedule
Osceola @ Boca Ciega
Seminole @ Clearwater
Northeast @ Countryside
Dixie Hollins @ Largo
Dunedin @ Spoto
East Lake @ North Port
Gibbs @ Lakewood
Palm Harbor @ Sarasota Riverview
Pinellas Park @ St. Pete
Tarpon Springs @ Lakewood Ranch
AFA @ IRC
Calvary Christian @
Cambridge Christian
Canterbury @ Carrollwood Day
CCC @ TC
Keswick Christian @
Northside Christian
SPC @ Berkley Prep
All public school game starts at 7:30 p.m.
unless otherwise noted.
Private school games start at 7 p.m.

BCU’S defense turns heat up in win over Hampton
HAMPTON, Va. - Nick
Addison, formerly of Spoto
High school in Tampa, had
a banner day on the defensive side of the ball. He had
two interceptions, returning one for a 90 yard touchdown.
Meanwhile BCU’s defense
created
seven
turnovers, in a victory over
Hampton in a Mid-Eastern
Athletic Conference game
38-26. BCU (3-2, 2-0
MEAC) snapped a two
game losing streak, as they
registered four interceptions and recovered three
fumbles and a goal line
stand.
Addison’s touchdown
helped the Wildcats take
control in the third quarter
to give them a 24-10 lead.
The pick for Addison was
the fourth longest in the
school’s history.
Another Tampa prod-

uct, Quentin Williams who
holds a multitude of passing records in Hillsborough County hit Isidore
Williams with a 13 yard
touchdown strike in the
third quarter to elevate
their lead to 31-10.
Hampton later scored
on a 25 yard touchdown to
close the gap. BCU would
later add another score to
cement the win. The Wildcats outgained Hampton
536-320. Addison led the
defense with 10 tackles and
2 interceptions and a touchdown.
Williams started at
quarterback and was very
efficient by going 9/12 for
96 yards and a touchdown.
The Wildcats will host
the North Carolina A&T
Aggies for their homecoming game this Sat. in Daytona at 4 p.m.
Let’s go Wildcats!

Quentin Williams

Haywood’s Friday night football assessment
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

Five things I know
Largo has the best balanced offense in the county.
Juwan Brown has been
lethal when it comes to
throwing the ball. Jarvis
Stewart has been on fire
over the last three weeks
with over 400 yards rushing.
Gibbs misses Maurice
Hall who was shot in a driveby shooting, they have
other players, but the challenge is who will step up.
Clear water won a
game. They beat Dixie
Hollins who anticipated
having a winning season.
Northeast has surprised everyone, especially
with the playing of Ryan
Davis over the last several
weeks. Especially leading
his team from a 24 point
deficit against Tarpon
Springs.
Dunedin looks like
they will have a winning

Brad “Honey Badger” Muhammad
season. For the second consecutive year they have
upset Gibbs. Two losses
came by Lakewood and
Robinson. The remaining
games are against lesser
opponents.
Offensive MVP - Ryan
Davis has been superb over
the last two weeks with

over 600 yards passing with
8 touchdowns.
X-Factor - Brad “Honey
Badger” Muhammad had
his coming out game
against Carroll-Wood Day
with hauling in 6 passes for
132 yards and three touchdowns.
Special Teams - Lake

Ryan Davis
wood Spartan, Marquez
Valdes, returned a kickoff
96 yards, Shaqueem Griffin
ran one back for 82 yards.
Defensive MVP - The
Spartans, who are giving
up very little, actually have
given up only 9 points so far
this season.

Have any questions or comments about TWC Sports? Please Email us at Sports@TheWeeklyChallenger.com
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist institutional Church

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ....................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study.........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study......................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer .............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study..........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist ChurCh

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Services8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday).........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) ...............7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday)4:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service .................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)...............7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) .................7:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

ThE Rock

ST. MaRK MISSIOnaRy BaPTIST CHuRCH

Schedule of Services

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

“God’s People Return to
the Word of God”
Service Schedule

3001 18th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Church 727-327-9904
Fax 727-322-0409
service schedule

Elder Cedric L.
Williams

Pastor

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Growing people with a passion for God’s principles

Mission Statement

tuesday

Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.

Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

serviCes
sunday

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

sunday school – 10:30 a.m.
a. M. service – 11:30 a.m.
YpWW (1st & 3rd sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
p.M. service (1st & 3rd sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
p. M. service (2nd & 4th sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday prayer service – 7:30 p.m.
thursday Bible study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

rev. ronald l. Bell
pastor

Friendship

Living, Teaching and Preaching the
True Gospel of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls.
Come join in with us.

20th Street
Church of Christ
Bro. robert Smith

Victory Christian Center Church
3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com
Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

Sunday...................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday .......................................................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday.............................................7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana
“Serving and Saving”
“Inspiring and Instructing”

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
home: 896-8006

Sunday morning Worship .........................7:45 a.m.
Sunday morning Bible Class .....................9:20 a.m.
Sunday morning Second Worship ..........10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class monday........................7:00 p.m.
monday evening Bible Class.....................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday morning Bible Class.............10:00 a.m.
Wednesday evening Bible Class .....................7:00 p.m.

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

727-258-4993

www.ufcfwbc.com

Wednesday Night Bible Study..........7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ................................ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service ................11:00 a.m.

(727) 898-9407

WEdnESday

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

207 - 10th Street north
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

Freewill Baptist Church

10th street Church of God

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Pastor Clark Hazley, Sr.

Church School 9:30 a.m.
and Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Power hour of Prayer
Wednesday from noon to 1:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting / Bible Study
Wednesdays 7:00-8:30 p.m.
W.W.E. (Wednesday Worship Explosion)
Wednesday after the 1st Sunday monthly

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

United for Christ

NEW MT. OLIVE
PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: 727-321-7375

JESuS MiSSionARy BAPTiST chuRch

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

oF

Church School: ........................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ...............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ...............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service:..........................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ..................................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: ..........................................6:30 p.m.

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Worship
Sunday
Pastor Michael T. and
11:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThoMPSon,
PASToR

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

“Helping and Healing”
“Praying and Praising”

Claude S. Williams,
Pastor

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Promote Your ChurCh!

Call for advertising rates today! 727-896-2922

10-4-12_Layout 1 10/3/12 5:00 PM Page 11

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2012

11

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship MBC
“The Ship – One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
Friendship
Missionary
Baptist Church is a Family of
believers in Christ, reaching
out to the world, preaching the
gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the Love of
Christ.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Oct. 15-17 — The Family
Life Bible Conference 2012 –
“Let’s Stay Together:” Eph-

esians 5:21. The Ship invites
the community to come and be
a part of our free event starting
6:45 nightly. Dr. John A. Evans,
Sr., Pastor.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll find
it through Jesus Christ. Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., and Friendship welcome you to open our
doors. Friendships’ Morning
Services starts at 7:45 a.m. and
10:45 a.m. Sunday School begins at 9:30 a.m.

St. Mark MBC
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us
each Wednesday for Noonday
Bible Study or each Wednesday at 7 p.m. as we study in the
Book of Mark, Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., facilitator.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg,
Fla. 33712. Our telephone number: 727-906-8300. Don’t forget
to visit our website: www.fmbctheship.org.
God Bless You – The Ship!

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach
the lost with the gospel of
Jesus Christ.”
Reverend Louis Murphy, Sr. and the entire Mt
Zion family extend an open
invitation to join us not only
in Sunday worship, but also
throughout the week for
various programs and ministries.
Oct. 10 – Join us for our
midday Bible Study at
noon, and our evening
Bible Study at 7. Both
classes are held in the main
sanctuary.
Oct. 19 – Men’s Ministry Movie Night - “Courageous” 6 p.m. in the Main
Sanctuary.
One-80 Teen Ministry
will host “College Prep 101”
Parents and Teens if college is in your future please
join College Prep 101, held
the 1st and 3rd Tuesday’s
of each month in the Youth
Fellowship Hall 6:30 – 7:30
p.m.
C.A.R.E. weekly Tuesday night meetings have
changed to the 1st & 3rd
Tuesday at 7 p.m. Join us

at the CARE building. For
more information contact
Min. Keith Murphy at 727289-6957.
Nov. 11 - The Girls
Scouts presents “Showcase
Your Talent.” Come out and
cheer on our young ladies
as they show off their talent, from 5:30 – 8 p.m. in
the Youth Chapel. Entry
forms are available in the
Ministry House. For more
information contact Lisa
Davis 727-798-8909 or
Rhonda Jackson 727-3202700. Sponsored by troops
1020 and 2233.
MPAC – Seeking experienced
Saxophonist,
Trumpet and Trombone
musicians for the Main
Sanctuary Choir. Please inquire by calling the church
office.
Reading & Math Enhancement Tutorial Program – Grades K – 9th will
be offered homework assistance, math, reading, and
vocabulary skills, and
much more. Applications
available at Mt Zion Human
Services. Or contact Ms.
Doris Newton at (727)822-

0443, ext. 301
Young Adults – Are you
18 – 35 years of age? A college student home for the
summer? Then come join
the Young Adult Ministry
every Tuesday, from 7 – 8
p.m. in the Youth Education
Bldg.
New Members – If you
joined Mt. Zion, and have
not completed your Christian Basics, classes are held
every Monday at 6:30 p.m.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the
latest events, ministry
news, and more by following us on FACEBOOK,
TWITTER and YOUTUBE.
Visit our website and let’s
get
connected
today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information on any of these announcements, contact the
church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary
Baptist
Church. 955 20th St. S., St.
Petersburg Fla. Phone: 727894-4311,
email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30.
All are invited to come out
and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays
&
Wednesdays
beginning Sept. 18.
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening at 7.

United for Christ Freewill
Baptist Church
Come one, come all!
United for Christ is sponsoring a trip to Washington, D.C.
July of 2013. All who are interested in traveling with us to

Washington, D.C, please contact
Kadell Ford at 727-258-4993 or
727-744-3589 for more information.

Mt. Pilgrim MBC
Mt. Pilgrim M B Church,
4000 5th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, Fla. 33711. Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.
Sunday School Awareness Day
The Mount Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church family under the leadership of
Pastor Clark Hazley, Sr. cordially invites the community

to join us as we celebrate Sunday School Awareness Day.
The occasion will be held on
Oct. 14, at Mt Pilgrim, 4000
5th Ave. S., St. Petersburg.
Scheduled services are as follow: Sunday School 8:45 a.m.,
Praise and Worship 10 a.m.,
and a fellowship brunch. The
keynote speaker for the day
will be Sis. Gene Murdock.

Come expecting to be informed about the importance
of studying God’s word
through Sunday School, to
engage in powerful praise
and worship and to fellowship
with brothers and sisters in
Christ. For more information
please contact Sis. Mae
McRae, Superintendent at
727-254-2128.

BY PASTOR SHURREA DANIELS

Kingdom Restoration, Inc. Faith Based Outreach Ministry
A Ministry with a Vision

BY PASTOR SHURREA DANIELS

Kingdom Restoration, Inc. Faith Based Outreach Ministry
A Ministry with a Vision

Chosen
in the market place, taxing
the people of the city,
preaching in their synagogues, they neglected to
respond to the invite.
The king becomes
upset and sends out another invitation, this time
into the marketplace to all
who would attend. The response is enormous, the invitation had yielded many.
Those in attendance
were individuals that were
broken, wounded, in despair, heavy laden, perplexed, and weary. They
delighted at being asked to
such an occasion. This banquet presented the guest
with new garments, great
food, new wine, and a place
of refreshing.
As the guests are enjoying the feast, the king is observing the crowd and he
notices an individual that is
not wearing the proper
wedding garments. The
king then asks him a question. How were you able to
get into the feast without
the proper garments? The
man didn’t offer an explanation. Therefore, the king
had him bound and cast
into outer darkness.
This parable is a representation of the Children of
Israel and the Gentiles.
Jews were the chosen people of God, but they neglected to respond to the
invitation of Christ.
The invitation then goes
out to the Gentiles which in
return accept the invite and
the number is many; however, we must keep in
mind; it is only those with a
pure heart that will enter

Oct. 14 - St, Mark 81st Anniversary Celebration begins.
Theme: “Your Labor is Not in
Vain”, 1 Corinthians 15: 58.
Friends and Family Fellowship Day (Christian Casual
Wear) Services begin with
10:45 a.m. service and conclude with food and festivities
on the church grounds after
morning services.
Oct. 17 - Anniversary
Guest Church-First Baptist
Institutional Church, Rev.
Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor.
Services held at 7 p.m.
Oct. 18 - Anniversary
Guest
Church-New
Jerusalem M. B. Church. Rev
Troy Adams, Pastor. Services
held at 7 p.m.
Oct. 19 - Anniversary
Guest Church-New Mt. Olive
Primitive Baptist Church,
Rev. Cedrick Williams, Pastor
Oct. 21 - Anniversary Finale-10:45 a.m. Service Only
Oct. 24 - Church Outing –
Mt. Sinai
Sunday School held for
both children and adults of all

Pastor’s Corner

Pastor’s Corner
According to Webster’s
dictionary, the word chosen is define as, to select
from a number of possibilities, or pick by preference.
Psalms 8:4 presents a
question, what is man, that
you are mindful of him and
the son of man that you
visit him? A better translation would be why you have
chosen mortals over every
other creation?
They are stubborn, stiff
neck, rebellious, self-centered, egotistical, prideful,
lustful, and a covetousness
group of people, but yet
you are mindful of them.
The response to this
question begins in Mathew
22:14 which reads, many
have been invited (called),
but only a few have been
chosen. Jesus is speaking
to the religious leaders and
Pharisees. He begins by describing a wedding feast
which was being given by a
king.
In chapter 21 we are
able to clearly understand
why this parable is chosen.
Jesus was known as a
friend to sinners and the religious leaders and Pharisees wanted nothing to do
with him.
For that reason, He explains to them why He went
to the sinners and to those
that were irreligious.
The parable starts out
with an illustration of the
king sending out his first invitation to the elite, to those
holding a prominent position in society, and the religious officials; however,
because these groups of individuals were busy selling

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering
for and thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St.
Mark, we are Christians willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.
Calendar for the Month of
October
Oct. 9-13 - South Florida
Progressive Baptist Association 97th Annual Session convening at St. John First
Institutional Church in Palmetto, FL; Rev. Fred Brown,
Pastor

into the banquet feast with
the King (Messiah). Saints
will not be able to pretend
to have on the garments of
praise, we must wear the
garments just as the guest
did and if we show up without sincere repentance
then we too will be cast into
outer darkness from the
presence of the King.
Scripture informs us
that we all will stand before
Him to be judge of every
deed done in our earthly
bodies.
We have become so
synchronized with going to
church that we have forgotten that we are the Church.
It is clear here that the
Lord’s message is though
many have been invited to
come, and while some
think they have earned the
right to be there, only those
who put on Christ will enter
and feast with the King.
In conclusion don’t be
as the man who shows up
at the door expecting to
enter into the joy of the
feast. It will not matter as to
how many scriptures we
are able to quote, how well
we can preach, how often
we dance around the
church, or how many times
we high five our neighbors.
What will matter is what
we have done in getting the
gospel into the marketplace
and compelling men,
women and children to answer or respond to the invitation. The hour is coming,
when the Groom will return for his Bride and bring
her to the wedding. Peace
and Blessings!

Living a balanced life
Continued from last
week’s Pastor’s Corner, Pastor Shurrea Daniels.
Here are seven things
that Dr. I.V. Hilliard recommends for living a balanced or maximized life:
Perspective - As
Christians we should create and maintain a vision of
where we are going, before we get there.
Habakkuk 2:2 says, “Write
the vision and make it
plain upon the tables, so
that the reader my run
with it.”
Passion - Once the vision is written pursue the
vision with fervor and you
shall accomplish your
goals without burn out.
Mathew 5:6 says, “Blessed
are they who hunger and
thirst after righteousness.”
We will only be filled to the
level of our thirst.
Priority - A balanced
life helps you to prioritize
first things first. When
Christ is the objective of
your focus your dreams do
come to pass. Mathew 6:33
says, “seek ye first the

kingdom of God and his
righteousness and all
these things will be added
unto you.” Things that are
highly valued yield the
most desirable results.
Petition - Prayer helps
to maintain a balanced life.
Jeremiah 33:3 says, “call
unto me, and I will answer
thee, and show thee great
and mighty things which
thou knows not.” Jabez petition God to enlarge his
territory. God grants what
we will pray for.
Pattern - When we follow a proven plan of action, or model the traits of
others out of a pure heart,
we will experience similar
results. Hebrews 6:12
says, “that ye be not lazy,
but followers of them
through faith and patience
inherit the promises.”
Profession - Proverbs
18:21 informs us that
death and life are in the
power of the tongue; they
that love it shall eat the
fruit thereof. What we profess will be the result of
our fruit.
Progression - Consis-

tent effort of a proven plan
of action will eventually
produce desired results.
Mark 4:26-28 reads, “So is
the kingdom of God, as if a
man should cast seed into
the ground and sleep, and
rise up night and day, and
the seed should spring and
grow up, he knows not
how. For the earth brings
forth fruit of herself; first
the blade, then the ear,
after that the full corn in
the ear.”
A balanced life is a step
by step process that requires us each day to put
forth one foot in front of
the other. Although the
grass withers and the flowers fall away, God’s word
remains forever and if we
follow the proven plan, we
have the opportunity to
live a fruitful and productive life.
Additionally, when we
are willing to be relational,
God’s word opens us up
socially and we encounter
relationships that we ourselves would not normally
choose. Peace and Blessings!

Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry
3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/
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City employee saves toddler’s life
BY TERRI P. MURPH
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
As usual, when Jerrod
Douse got home his sister
was in the living room cooing with her new baby girl.
Only this day, she had a
former high school classmate, Tracy Martin, there
visiting with her little boy,
16 month-old Brent who
had been put down for a
nap nearby.
Before too long Martin
went and got Brent because he seemed agitated.
As she held him in her
arms, he started to twitch.
After holding him up to
look at him, she then realized he was turning blue –
first his lips, then his face.
As the 25-year-old
mother started calling
him by his name, but he
didn’t respond. With her
voice quivering, she called
his name again, but still no
response.
Douse, resting on a
couch in an adjoining
room, heard Martin’s
cries and dashed over to
take a look.
“He’s
having
a
seizure,”
Douse
exclaimed as the child began
foaming at the mouth.
He then sprung into
action performing CPR.
While trying to make sure
he followed every step,
the child’s mother and
Douse’s sister became
hysterical, screaming and
crying all around him.
During the excitement, the girls managed
to call 911 who they said
came rather quickly. How

Jerrod Douse

ever, by the time they arrived, Douse had revived
young Brent.
“I was scared, very
nervous. I didn’t know
what to do,” said Martin.
She explained that her
baby had never had a
seizure before and at the
time wasn’t sick. The paramedics said Douse probably saved Brent’s life.
Treated and released
from the hospital, the toddler’s mother was told he
had a febrile seizure.
These type seizures are
common in toddlers and
are often brought on by a
spike in temperature.
“I couldn’t imagine
what I was going to tell my
husband who was returning from Afghanistan the
next day,” said Martin.
Her husband works as
a civilian contractor, and
often travels out of the
country.
“Jerrod was so calm
and attentive. Thank God
he was there or I don’t
know what would have
ever happened,” she continued.

Douse himself has a twoyear old son and said he
hoped that someone
would do the same for his
child if they were in a position to.
“I can’t imagine something like that happening
to Jayden and no one
being around to help,”
said Douse.
When asked how he
knew what to do, Douse
replied, “Before I started
my job as a recreation specialist at the City of St. Petersburg, I had to take all
of these courses – CPR
and safety related stuff.
They really paid off for
me.”
Douse has been working at Lake Vista Park seasonally for the past three
years in the before and
after care program and
other capacities.
The 26-year-old is just
seven credits shy of receiving his bachelor’s degree in public relations,
and plans on returning to
school in the new year.
“I can hardly wait,” he
exclaimed.

